THE PLAY IN CHINA

R Is a Curious Mixture of Noise,
Costume and Strut.

BIN FROM START TO FINISH.

it Begine When the Curtain Rises and
Continues Until the Last Scene Ends
the Agony—The Property Man a
Mighty Important Personage.

I was all tired wnd knocked out
when | reached Chiog, so | thought to
myself, “I't just go o & Chlnese the
ater and spend a quiet evenlng. 1 wou't
wodemstand anything, so | can doze of
when [ want to and cowe out as e
fresbied as a sprig of celery "

“What time does the pluy begin? 1
ssked as the gulde led the way to the
gullery, for In a Chinese theater the
farther awuy you are the more arls
ocratic.  No Chinese of cusle would
be caught in orcliestra A

“It have begin,” be nnswered

“How could thar be?™ | demanded
for It wos still o few minntes of 5,

“It begin  yesterday It ruu two
plecee days. It No.o 1 pluy.”

And so | found out. The better the
play the longer it lasts. A Chinaman
doosn’t think he ls getting his money's
worth unless the play lasts a couple
of days. Some of them continue a
week.  They couslder u play that lusts
suly a night a cutalo ralser and tag it
on (o a real play just to try It ont

The Chinese belleve tn noise. A the
ater sa't a theater fo them unless it
Bbas a ladiles' annex to u boller factory
st off stage. The hammering begins
whea the cartain goes up and contin
wes wotil (t falls, | soon found out
hat | erred seciously In conilug (o n
(hinese theater (o sleepr. A person
might drop off for a few mionutes in
& car shop, but he could never get
mear the knittiog nup of the raveled
sleeve In a Chinese thealer

Chinese acting consists of Lhe actors
coming on agaln o another outfit of
dothes. They come on, whirl a baton
A ~ouple of times and exeunt While
they are off another delegation of
tors arrive with another collection of
clothes Thl‘_t whirl their clubs a few
dwmes and file out Tndian style uy an
other lodge arrives. There Is no ore
expression on the face of o Chinese
actor than on a pupching Lng

When they want to show that the In
trepid hero with & hawdfl of men s
tryiog to take a lortification a -
& vasuy overwhelming coeusy the pro
erty man hurries around b front of he
hero with a Dinek cloth stretolps] oy e

& [rame I'his is the fortification
even though you can sep his thouger
Enpping the breast work Ly (7T RIT
loss beto marches wcross the st
siops before the Impregualile barries
custs his eugle eye ovier i

long sword and rips it ssunder with
ene fell tow, the property mwon hold

e the swayiug corner, while the hero
warches through to victory Flie 1
wepid bero stops 0o ox pinin to ks sub
ordinntes how he was able 1o accom
plish the feat, white the property s
drags the rampucis uto the wings and
beging pianing thea up Tor the wilncek
n the next uct

In a Chinese play there are no girls
their parts belog taken by boys, speak
g in n high, quavering voice as I
sotnethbing were too ight When an
acvtor wants (o shoaw that be is old he
tivs on a beard that comes to his walst
The beard works off (o one corner sud
hanss grioily by ovoee string, bat the
aud ence doesn't worey  abwur  that
They kKnow that he (s an old s be
vause he hinw 5 beard

I wase comstantly alert to figoure o
wiett kind of show 1 wons When |

first zol there aud saw (he constuni |

change of costume | thought that I
Wwiist e & mosleal comeldy. but afies
studying it wore closely | saw that |
wos a farce. When they begaa to kil
jeoisie | eme Lo The comelgsion 1
wus g operelta,  Later, when the hero
found his wife ln apother man's arms
I dechibed that it was a problem plagy

The most (mportant person o g Chi
noese show is the progeets man,. Alopy
side him the lend sinks nte siguif
canee He has charge of the sliow
The show opens when he =avs and
Chiset when he wanls To go oul fo oW
tew oo He Keeps hibs propest e
where they are hady  down stpze
the proscenium arch-right out when
the andetce can lean over gl alios
touch them ‘'o know what s
uext all the andiece has to do s
look over and wee what the propeis
man s gelting tendy

Hour after bour the play coniisued
without am intermission Midnigh
came. and the actors seemed o be Just
getting into the spivit of e play
When | remembered that the play had
been runalog for twe davs | felt sur
thnt the next Ave minutes Would s
the Iast costume Ll the show st
continued

I vlung deaperately on, deterained o
e In nt the finish whea the Inst hol
feverish kiss was pressed on the up
torned lips, bat it didn’t end that way
It ended when the leading man came
rushing out with a cheese cutter aml
kilied twelve men lu hreathless s
eession, the maliped and  wounded
thoughtfully crawling to the wings to
die. thos giving the leadiug man the
center of the stage until the envious
property man cnme ap aud spltefully
yanked the curtnins to—Homer Croy
m Leslie's

Correct Answer.
“Why isa't a pautical mile (he same
as an ordinary mile™
“Recause 1t ls kuot Boston Tran

noript

The more wae Jwidges the less one
Joves - Balzac

The Septuagint.
Septungint mesus seventy.  The sep
tongint veoson of the Ol Testanien
originated, acvcording to Aristeas, as
tollows: Prolemy Philadelpline (25 247
B. () when ewgaged in making a col

THE GAY STATESMAN.

A Tribute to the Versatile Genius of
Alexander Hamilton,

Because no man can Hve exclusively
to himself elther for good or evil, with
every mention of Burr's name the fig
ure of Hamilton rises, an avenging
gliowt Even before that precoclious
young native of the West Indies walk
wl Into our military history at Prince
ton, & lad only uineteen, lost in thought,
a covked hat pulied down over his eves
while his band rested upon s capnon
that he patted abseutmiudedly as If
it were o favorite borse, he bhad dooe
villlnut work for American Hberty with
his pen. From the thwe he tonebesd
our shores to the July mornlng more
thun thirty years Inter when Burr's

bullet nld him low he wis o force to |

be reckoned with,

And his was one of those natures,
keenly nlive on many sidex, whose ns
tlonishing waturity of ntellect (i nom
snuff out the zest of life. He became
“my boy"” to Washlugton very early
In his service, worked willlngly
headquarters day in and day out with
A sober applicetion equal to Washing
ton's own, yet contrived to snateh from
such never ending drmdgery youth's
dear and fAeeting Joys. HWe brought
gnyety even to Washington's mess ta
hle, courted bLluck eved Elizabeth
Schuyler under the muzzles of Dieltlsh
guns and in the yeurs of their mar
ried life together mansged with al
his prodigious Inbors to head social

graces as well as the solid qualities of |

bis miod to enriching thelr days wnd
nightas,

Besldes betng a greatl stalesiman, e
was “an eujoying gentieman,” to ws
the quaint old phrase.  Talleyrand
corrdid aod appeeciative, looked apson
him with amagement. “1) avait divin
| I'Burope,” he sald, which, from a Eo
ropean of that day, about an Amecican
was near the highest prajse.  Hamd!
tou's manageinentl of the treasury,
without breath of scandal or self seek
ing, Glted the Freachman with even
greater astonisbment. I have Lebeld
onie of the wonders of the world." he
exclalmed-"a wan who bas made a
nation rich luboring all night to pro
vide his family with bread " Helo

Nicolay in Century

THIS PLANT IS A THIEF.

Dodder Steals All the Digested Food
of Its Clover Neiphbors

Possibily ho's too lazy o feand
self, or it mway bw that h AT g
i f.uuil_v of Fim N s ] dan b over
come hils beredins v
n robber, s thibel and o ) ' . N
of these phmes
vou Jdoubt sk Tl Ly T
kpows him for the Jdoioage
every year to the v il a 1
Cropws e plant s the dodder

Perhaps wy i forgive the Gl
for ool preparing bis own fowd, for by
hos noithing te preparse 38 with iy
all plants hove chlorophyll, the <ul
stance whibch make i ¥
digeats the food whilch they Cain
the groupd awd b alr T A0
has no chlorophyll

So it has 1o turn robber o live. Af
the seed springs fromw Che sroumd 1l
dodder vine reaches out antil 1t toue
sotae other plant, clover, for exsiugde
It attaches {tself to the clover stem by
ita tiny rootlets and beglos to ont the
food which the clover has talien and
digested

After awhile the root withers sl
dies, and the vine keeps resching out
for more victims, binding thewm 1o
gether with its tiny (hreads. You prob
ably have seen the small, pale, bel
shaned flowers climbing over a Neld of
clover,

Once dodder gets a bold in & clover
feld the farmer's ooly escape b= 1o oy
clover and dodder alike and burn he
crop.  And the farmer belicves this
death none too bhorribde for the ol
robber vine.— Philadelphin Norihy Ve
ian

The White of an Egg

The white of sn ege Is made upe of
little cells filed with albumen 1]
beating the white these cells are ruj
tured and oxygen from the alr Is I
closed, which gives the white nod ligh:
appeamnce to bealey eges  The whit
of a stale egg will not Inclose as micd
oxygen, wili not be ms light and =
easily digested as that of the fresh egs
and, of course, less valuable. The
portanuce of leating the egg o ool
pure alr Is readily seen

A Mystery

How In It that & manacied couvic
can escape unhurt by leaping from a
train running at the rate of (hirty
miles an bhour when every time il
average cltizen siips in alighting from
a car he injures himsell so severely
that the rallway company st pay
him big damages?—Louisville News

Mixed the Streels.

e dovetnlllng of the new ¢ty plun
of 1I80T7-11 on the old Hne of Noew York
streets resulted in a curlous complion
tion  wherehy Fourth street  oroused
oty Tenath and Fleveath streets,
fourth dimensionn] nceblevement war
rantedd  to stagger the bhrainlest  of
mithematiclans. — Exchange

The Criterion,

“I dinesd at my fiancee's home yeste:
day."

“No doubt they regard you us ooe of
the family by now, don't they ™

‘Not yet. They lmven't quite reach
od the polnt where they bawl we ot
iIf T make g spot on the tablecloth.™
Puck

Why He Knew.
“Are you sure that your wife la com
Ing in on thiv traln?
“No doubt about It They just told
me it was three-quartecs of an honr
heliind time " —uck.

Funled Her.

Astounded Mothor- Why, Tottie, you
never told e you had invited so many
chifldeen to this purty.  Small Hostess
~That's cause you said that 1 cowld

| nover keep & wecret —Life.

tie can seldom keep it fromm his wile—
that is, the information—and, well, the
raise tov.— Florida Thoes Uslen.

Fire in the boart pends smoke lu the
head  COecman Proverh

LIVE STOCK

HUSBANDRY

—
—

FEEDING WORK HORSES.

Idle Animals Should Not Be Given Tes
Much Roughage.

Regular and careful fesding oo a geod |
i allowance of clean palatable hny and
Just enough wholesome gralu feed 1o
keep them du o thrifty, tesli goining
condition ia all that = required in the
muatter of feeding (o keep the borses |
In gosd condition til the arcival nf'l
spring, says an 1linels farmer o the |
Rural New Yorkor, | believe the grea!
est mistake made In feeding horses 18
that of giving oo much roughuage

The horse has a small stomich and
I not capable of handlng a large

Ve vularge pleced on the sxpor-
tation of horses from France should
work 1o the advantage of leeeders

¢

11 Percheron In this country
vre sia thowsands of pure bred
mares |1 this country
suMatenc s of  stalllons

8 Lresdars should profit by
shorisgs of horses in

how oo roady to sapply the
The w'allon shows 8 A

ni ar I'ke & cow or a
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A wixiure of corn and cats lllllkl"ii

ane of the best graln ratlons 1 have
| ever used U0 the corn and oris are
| eruslied and mixed with cut bay the aes
| danger of impuction I8 greatly reduced | 8
| because the food must be consumed | =
more slowly If pleuty of roughage
i thoroughly mixed with the graln
[ the danger of deranging the digestive
| system of the animal is redoced to the
| lowest possible degree Alfalfa and
[--I--u-r are excellent feeds to cut and
foed with grain., and the danger of
dust Is eliminated It the mixtore s
aprinkled with a little Hme water at
feeding time  When feeding evt clover
and alfalfs with the grain ration It
gives a wider variety w feed tmothy
or mized hay at night

Few there are who think it neceasary
(v have a sieve for cleaning the graln
and especialiy oats which are fed to | '@
horses. Yot it may safely be sadd that | fgy
ihix Is oue of the most important of .
the minor lmplements of the stable | s¢
The use of the sleve saves horses from -'l{
the annovance of swallowing bita of | 54
| wire snd other trash, quite common
im these dayvs of automatie binders, | 35
and saves the teeth of the anlmal from | &

g
»
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belng beoken on gravel or other hard :!
stibstances lu the grain, [}é
Of conrse the supply of water must | 55

be pure apd wholesome.  The watering ]
pails or troughs should be kept clean | * e
at all times, About an bour before | s

they will drink, The water passes
| through the stomach rapldly Water- !
Ing should not be done directly after |’
the horses have been fed, because the |
water will earry out of the stomach & | L%
portlon of undigested feed. which W !if
wasted.  Salt is a necessity, and this |
keep In reach of the horses at all |
times |

1
Sweet or Sour Milk For Swine, !
There s practicnlly no difference in
the feeding valne of sweet and wour | |
skimmilk for ples.  Feeding exper!
ments bave been conducted to deter- |
mine the relative value of the two, and
while lu sume cases either one or the
other has apparently been  slightly
more valunble, yet the cotisensus of
opluion Is that the two are of equnl
value, It would, however, seem ad
vignhle 1o feed either cne or the other | ¥
nnd not to feed sour milk one day and
sweet mils the next. 'We see no reason
why the warm separator milk men
toned will not be a valuable food tor
ples providiong 1t Is properly supple |
wented br other feeds rich ln earbohy
draves,— Hoard's Duleytan

.
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The Frosty Bit. ] ,'!ﬂ'-
Many humane drivers use rubber of | *u
lenther bits In winter, ns a frosty bit |5
I= & wicked thing 1o thrust 1n a horse's ..i_'
mouth I it must be ased It should | ‘e
first be plunged in o pall of cold water
aud Jeft there long enongh to with. |
draw the frest. Then dry (mmedintely
nnd place It In the bhorse's month.
NOTICE |
I have decided to sell my Cadillac | ¥
touring car, complete with all the ex. [&®
tran  included. Would consider & g
vacant lot or good note s part pay- | g
ment. Price $450.00 if taken at once | $5%
cost $1908,
R. J. FRAKER,
26 W. Superior 5t
Alma, Mich

Miss Edna Watkins of Detroit is
the guest of her nister, Gladys, over

Sunday.

"MARQUIS”

FLOUR

The Autocrat of All Flour
For Bread and Pastry

- =

We do not “wash our wheat.” We buy
clean wheat that does not require washing

Alma Roller Mills

Dress-Up Style Week

at

G. V. WRIGHT'S
Up-to-the-Minute
Furniture Store

ILL show the people of Alma something

in correct style furniture, for different
rooms, that the most fastidious person cannot
find fault with.

We welcome visitors as well as customers.

njenn.

) URNITURE EALER D %
. UNERAL IRECTOR |
‘.— AMBULANCE




